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W ITH ITS RIGID .organizati~~mal hi~rarchy, its broad sociological. base, 
and the fanatical devotIOn of Its members, the Soka Gakkat (lit. 

erally, Value Creation Society) has been able to make significant inroads 
into Japanese politics, thereby arousing the anxiety of many elements of 
Japanese society. Both Soka Gakkai and its political arm, Kom~ito (Clean 
Government Party) are enigmas. What makes Soka Gakl(ai difficult to as
sess as a religious body is that it has chosen to express itself through a politi
cal party. And what makes Komeito complex as a political entity is that it 
has religious roots in Soka Gakkai. Consequently, it has been labeled vari
ously as ultranationalist, sacrilegious and fascist. To many Japanese it 
smacks of prewar state Shintoism and is thought of as a "time bomb" in 
Japanese society. In view of the forthcoming Lower House elections, in 
which Kom~ito will attempt to capture 32 seats, it seems important to arrive 
at an understanding of why Soka Gakkai is in politics, what its purposes are, 
and the likelihood of its continued success in the political arena . 

Theoretically, it may be argued that Soka Gakkai entered politics in or
der to fulfill the prophecy of the 13th century Buddhist teacher, Nichiren, 
and obtain obutsu myogo-a m erger of government and religion.1 Emerg
ing as he did in the mappo period of Buddhism, when all was despair, Nich
iren proclaimed himself the true Buddha. His m essianic desire to sp read his 
teachings throughout the wocId was not unlike the philosophical foundation 
of Kom~ito's political platform as outlined in its official publication, To
ward Mass W~lfar~: Polici~s of th~ Kom~ito. Its goal is the "building of a 
new international environment" based on cflikyu minzoku shugi (one
worldism).::! To facilitate this, Nichiren ShosllU, the Buddhist Sect to which 
Soka Gakkai is attached, had intended to solicit the aid of the Emperor, 
who himself was to be eventually converted.s But since the Emperor was 
stripped of his powers after the war, it became apparent that he would not 
be able to help, and, as a result, the Soka Gakkai has turned co the National 
Diet as a m eans of achieving this aim. An editorial in the S~ikYo S/u'mbun, 
the organization's newspaper, has bluntly stated that it is the intention of 
Soka Gakkai to obtain a majority in both houses and then make Nicll-
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, Shoshu the state religion! When questioned about this, however, the 
:~:7ety's President, Daisaku Ikeda, responded equivocally,. asking how s~ch 
a thing could be possibl:.~ More,recently, he has even ~eOled that the Nl~_ 
iren believers are in polIucs, sayll1g that only some of lts members were 10 
Komeito.1I But most observers seem to think that Soka Gakkai's entry into 
politics is real enough and that, reBectin?, its Nichire~ Budd~ist herita~~, its 
purpose is to be "the dominant power 1.0 a harmoOlous UOlty of rehglOUs 
and secular activity."7 

There are however, other interpretations. Perhaps more realistically, it 
is argued by 'some that the purpose ,0£ the Komeit.o is simply to extend its 
influence. Given the zealousness of lts devotees, thIS makes sense; only by 
constant1y trying to gain prestige and attention can the Gakkai expect to re
tain the allegiance of its members. It gives them a goal for which to strive, 
without which the organization would perhaps decline. 

As for themselves, Soka Gakkai leaders contend that their interest in 
politics is aimed "primarily at translating ... religious principles into daily 
life."s Ikeda has said that the Soka Gakkai is concerned only with eliminat
ing those "corrupt elements in Japanese politics which ignore the individual 
and are only concerned with themselves."9 Moreover, "the Komeikai [fore
runner of, Kome£to] is trying to make the government provide welfare for 
the general public and the peace of the entire world."lo But others, uncon
vinced of the organization's philanthropic motives, picture it as being a com
mercially oriented organization seeking to make a profit by mercilessly ex
ploiting the unfortunate. By entering politics, this thinking runs, Soka 
Gakkai could coerce small businessmen into joining. 

Probably, its decision to enter politics is either overtly or covertly based 
in varying degrees on all these factors. Possibly, its roots in Nichiren phi
losophy gave it an excuse to enter in the political arena, which its leaders saw 
as necessary if it were to maintain the enthusiasm of its believers, upon 
which the survival of the organization depends. In any event, its followers 
have firmly established themselves in Japanese politics. 

Active in politics since 1955, when 52 of 53 followers won elections, the 
Soka Gakka£'s big entrance came in the 1956 House of Councillors election, 
when two of its four candidates running from the national constituency, 
~d . one of its two candidates from local constituencies, gleaned nearly a 
millIon votes in the process of winning. From this point on, the political 
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arm of Soka Gakl(oi grew spectacularly. In 1959, by skilfully allocating cer
tain districts to certain candidates, it ran and elected six members who 
polled 2,490,000 votes, winning from the nationa l constituency for the House 
of Councillors an increase of nearly 250 per cent over the votes received in 
the 1956 elections. In the April local elections of that same yea r, Soka Gak
kai was hardly less impressive: 76 candidates fo r the 23 Tokyo ward as
semblies were all elected, while 264 of 287 candidates throughout the re
mainder of the country were successful. 

By the time of the 1962 H ouse of Councillors elections, 501(0 Gak1(ai 
leaders were seeing more dearly the possibilities of political success. It ran 
and elected nine members as candidates of an organization known as 
Kom~i S~iji R~mm~i. Over four million votes were polled. Following the 
election, a g roup called Komeikai (Fair and Bright Association) was formed, 
the third largest "party" in the H ouse of Councillors. 

In November 1964, Sol(Q Gal(l(oi organized a Ioo,ooo-member political 
party, the Komcito, in order to assist the religious organization to make 
good its decision of May 1964 to advance into the Lower H ouse. A t its first 
inaugural meeting in T okyo, it was announced that the chief objective of 
the party "is to establish a perpetual peace setup in the world from the 
standpoint of globa l racialism."ll The efforts of this new party in two elec
tions of July 1965, were certainly significant. H eaded by chairman Koji 
H arashima and vice-chairman T akehisa T suji, Komcito ran 14 members 
for the July 4, 1965, House of Councillors election on the slogan, "vote for 
the new p arty and the new people."!!! Five of the candidates were from the 
local constituency and ni ne from the national constituency. In the final results 
Kom~ito polled 5,100,000 votes, returning all nine candidates from the na
tional constituency and two from the 10caJ.l3 

Kom~ito took advantage of another opportunity to extend its political 
influence in that same month. When corruption in the Azuma government 
necessitated an election in the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly, Komcito 
garnered 506,706 votes in returning 23 candidates.14 The significance of this 
election is that, although it increased its number of seats from 31 to 45, the 
Socialist Party did not gain as much as it might have but for the Komeito. 
The election may illustrate what h appens on the national level. With the 
erosion of Libera l-D emocratic strength, it is the Komeito wh ich benefits 
most, not the Socialists. It is said that Komeito gets two Liberal-Democrat 
votes for every Socialist vote, but in the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly 
election of July 23, the ratio was considerably higher, the Liberal~Deroo
crats returning only 38 candidates to the Socialists' 45.144 And it was only 

11 !apan Times, Novembe~ 18. 1965. 
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because of Komeito's subsequent support of Azuma that the Liberal. 
Democrats were able to maintain the governorship. The situation in the As
sembly is also illustrative of the "swing" position that Komeito holds in a 
number of prefectural and local assemblies. All to!d, Komeito is currently 
holding 20 seats in the House of Councillors, 40 In prefectural assemblies 
and 1,300 in local assemblies.1G 

Against this background, it is useful to take a close look at Soka Gak
kai's political tactics and methods so that the likelihood of its continued 
growth can be estimated. 

For an organization which purports to advocate "clean government," 
Soka Gakkai's manner of getting its members elected is something less than 
scrupulous. It applies its distinctive religious proseIytzing techniques to 
political situations. Members solicit votes by "employing intimidation and 
bribery with impunity.,,16 After the 1962 election, for example, three arrested 
youths demolished the inside of Keihoku police station near Kyoto after 
they had been jailed. And under the guise of conducting religious cam_ 
paigns, the organization illegally engages in door-to-door canvassing. Dur
ing the 1956 House of CouociIlors election, Soka Gak1(ai was credited with 
80 per cent of all violations of the law prohibiting door-to-door canvassing,l7 
Prior to the 1959 election, about 100,000 people gathered for a Kansai con_ 
vention meeting of Soka Gal(kai at the Osaka baseball stadium. The most 
applauded speaker was Tatsuyoshi Nakao, electoral candidate for the Kan
sai area.lS Threats and small bribes are not uncommon, and it is easy for ad
herents to justify this behavior; it is simply a matter of substituting "bene
fit" for truth in the group's system of values. As Ikeda explained: "To win 
we had to carry out the most effective election campaign. We therefore sim
ply had to disregard the election laws. But we cannot have committed any
thing wrong, for all we have done is ooly for the good of the Gakkai."lo 

To experienced observers of the Japanese political scene, these revela
tions will seem less than shocking; given the personality-oriented nature 
of Japanese politics, small bribes and similar techniques have been used by 
all parties in Japan. What makes it interesting to find such tactics in Soka 
Gakkai's political record is that it is in direct violation of the principles 
upon which Komeito was founded, which is expressed in the following 
statement by Hiroshi Hojo, secretary-general of Komeito, to journalist 
Nobuo Abiko: 

Japanese politics is very backward and dirty. Each politician, whether conservative or 
progressive, thinks only of his own profit. Diet members are prone to use their power 
for personal ends instead of for the public. I myself was surprised to find so many 

16 Tapa1j Tinus, November 18, 1965. 
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temptations. We 11ced rdigiotU minded men to go into politics and clean it ttp for the 
IVei/are of the gellum ptlblic.1o-

Such c1aims in the face of the earlier political history of Soka Gakkai eer. 
tainly have a hollow ring, aod one is compelled to look elsewhere for un. 
derlying purposes motivating the group's political activity. 

Now that the sect has established itself as the third party in Japan, it has 
tended to use more indirect methods in more recent years. As early as the 
1959 elections, only 13 cases of Soka Gakkai violations were reported to the 
police. During the summer of 1965. it was Komcito that spearheaded an 
effective campaign against graft in the Tokyo Assembly, which was forced 
to dissolve. But it unlikely that this basic contradiction between what it 
preaches and what it practices will be lost upon the public mind. 

]f the Sol(a GakJ(ai's earlier methods of procuring votes were crude, it 
more recent techniques approach political sophistication. What Komeito 
does is to allot to each candidate a certain block of votes, usually in geo
graphically contiguous prefectures. This method worked successfully in the 
national elections of 1959. 1962 and 1965. It is made possible by the tight 
discipline among the members, who will vote as told, and by the Japanese 
electoral system in which several candidates can be returned from each 
district. In the elections of 1959. for example all but 18,000 of the 663,602 
votes for Ishida T sugio. from the national assembly, came from a block of 
16 prefectures in southern Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu.:!o The same 
tactics worked in the 1962 elections in which Soka Gakkai won by dividing 
the country "into so many regions in which it did win the required num
ber of votes. no more and no less than it had anticipated. by taking into 
calculation the number of adherents it held in those respective regions.'>21 

The 1965 national election. however, provides the best example of how 
Komeito takes advantage of the electoral system. Under this system, observers 
note, an indication of the effectiveness of election strategy is the ratio of 
votes to candidate elected. The fewer the votes, the better the strategy. It took 
Komeito a total of 5,097,677 votes to get nine candidates elected. or 566.408 
votes per candidate, the most economical rate of any of the parties, as an ar
ticle in the Japan Times noted.:!2 In this election, the prefectural distribution 
was handled particularly skilfully so that no Kom eito campaigner would re
ceive excess votes that might be needed by his fellow candidate. Thus. 
Ibaraki, Tochigi, Chiba and Kanagawa-all in Kanto-were alloted to Shogo 
Tada, while another candidate received Soka Gakkai votes from the Chu
goku prefectures of Tottori. Shimane. O kayarna. Hiroshima, Yamaguchi and 

1\1· Chr;lIian Scienu Monitor, loe. cit. Italics supplied. 
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two prefectures of Shikoku. The other two Shikoku prefectures and Hyaga, 
Osaka and Kyoto were similarly assigned to a single candidate. And Yoshi_ 
hiea Kodaira campaigned in Gifu, Shizuoka, Aichi and Mie prefectures, all 
in central Japan, where he gathered 93 per cem of his votes. The 42 other 
prefectures gave him only a few hundred votes out of his total. Similar al. 
locations were made to the other candidates. 

That there have been cases where considerable numbers of Soka Gakkai 
members have moved from their homes to nearby prefectures where their 
votes were needed is indicative of Komeito's dependence on this method. 
Such tactics obviously displease the other parties, as is indicated in the fol
lowing by a Democratic Socialist : 
This is why we hate to run against the Soka Gakkai candidates. Take Fukuoka Prefec.
ture, for example. When there are not enough Soka Gak'(ai follot/J~rs in the prefecrure 
for the candidate to win the election, a large number of followers, estimnted at 10,000 
or 20,000, move there from the neighboring prefecture of Kumamoto and Saga. They 
not only change addresses but also take up new employment.23 

After the elections are overJ however, Komeito tactics arc somewhat more 
difficult to assess. To what use will Komeito put its new~found political 
muscle? The Sokka Gakl(oi believers have been accused of being vague and 
immature in their policies,23n but there are indications that, at least in a 
superficial sense, the Soka Gakkai is developing a certain degree of sophisti. 
cation in its political platforms. Whether this is the result of deep conviction 
or whether it is simply an effort to maintain popular support by advocating 
popular causes is debatable. . 

It is easy to understand why the pronounced policies of Soka Gal(kai have 
been Jabeled as immature and unrealistic. After the 1959 election, Ikeda re· 
marked that " ... our Gakkai is not a political party, but it is the King of the 
religious world. We wish to go forward without being partial to any of the 
political parties, only for the happiness of the nation."2.' The political phi. 
losophy for international politics has been just as vague. Basing their think· 
ing on the teaching of NichirenJ Sol(a Gakkai leaders have espoused a 
"third culture" ideal, declaring that Japan should assume a neutral stance 
between the two Great Power blocs. According to a pamphlet titled, "The 
Buddhist Democracy," published by the overseas branch of the Seikyo Press, 
their reasoning is that 

Today there are two dominating currents of democracy, one which puts emphasis 
rather on 'freedom' than 'equality' and the other vice versa. The former is known as 
'Western Democracy' as apounded by free countries, and the latter as 'People's De· 
mocracy' as advocated by communist countries. These two ideologies bi-polarized the 
world into two groups headed by the United States and the Soviet Union. They are 
in military, economic and political antagonism to one another. A main cause of the 

28 QUOled in Kuubiko Nagoya, "Japan's New Politic:d Parly," Atlas, IX (February 196.5), 
p. III. 
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resent crisis in the: worJd is attributable to the antagonism of these two opposite: ty~ 
P "" rof democracy.-" 

"The defects of the two systems can be overcome," the pamphlet goes on 
to say, "by Nichiren Daishonin's True Buddhism which has revealed the es
sense [sic] of life to the full, because it is the teaching that respects the dig
nity of life." Consequently, Komcito condemns both the conservatives and 
the socialists, for truckling to the Americans on the one hand, and to the 
Russians and Chinese on the other. The Soka Gakkai itself claims to be 
pacifist in its attempt to spread "Buddhist Democracy" and "world peace" 
through the universe. The unequivocal objective of the sect is the concept of 
"one-worldisnl." 

But the first task is the dissemination of this attitude on the home front. 
And here again, Sol(a Gak1(ai's policies were at first vague. but have changed 
significantly in recent years. Now the sect seems to be clamoring for a 
"neo-socialist" society.2C Before the recent House of Councillors election, 
Komeito was asking for "purified politics, a stabilized national livelihood 
and a welfare society for the masses."27 A New York Times report listed the 
following planks in Komeito's domestic platform: People's welfare; Halting 
of inflation; Social services; Modernization of the farm structure; Help to 
faltering medium and small industries; An end to corruption in the govern
ment.28 The Komeito is making an obvious appeal to the lower and lower
middle classes of society. It advocates those measures which would help 
those groups from Sol(a Gakl(ai draws most of its support. These measures 
include the abolition of taxes for those with a yearly income less than 
¥ I million ($2,778, a sum which would exempt over half of the nation's 
wage-earners); the construction of government low-rent housing projects; 
the distribution of free textbooks and school lunches, and increasing the 
number of state universities; the increase of health insurance; and the opposi
tion to public bond flotations, which cause undue hardship on lower-income 
families.29 

The specific nature of the Komeito platform suggests that as a political in
stitution, Soka Gakkai has matured. Whereas, previously it had advocated 
mass welfare in general terms and the purification of politics, it has more 
recently begun to suggest specific measures for achieving those goals. 

The same can be said for its activity in the spheres of national defense 
and foreign policy. To those who accuse it of being vague in its policies, 
Komeito has responded with the two-volume book, Toward Mass Welfare 
Policies of the Komeito, a good starting point for any discussion of Ko-

26 "The: Buddhist Dc:mocrllcy," in Tllis is tIl(: So/(agakkai, Series NO.7, (Seikyo Press: 
Tokyo), p. 2. • 
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m~ito's foreign policy. Besides the "guiding ideology" of "one~worldismJ" it 
states Komeito's views on a number of current foreign issues foremost in the 
Japanese mind. It advocates an "independent foreign policy" for Japan, aboli_ 
tion of nuclear armament, cooperation with the developing nations on 
economic development; and reform of the Japanese diplomatic service and 
invigoration of its activities." The book, as quoted in the Japan Times, 
shows a natural interest in Asia and holds that "we must give positive eco_ 
nomic cooperation to the developing caunrr,ies ,of Asia, whereby making 
contributions to the prosperity and modernIzation of the region."30 To 
achieve this, Komeito recommends longer-term credits to countries receiving 
Japanese economic assistance, the sending of more technical experts abroad 
and the allocation of funds for training experts in the developing nations. 

The book calls for the quick normalization of relations with South 
Korea, though Komeito later altered its policy on this point. Communist 
China is to be accorded formal recognition and admitted to the United 
Nations so that nuclear disarmament and the possibilities for peace may be 
discussed. Japan should expand its trade with mainland China and promote 
economic and cultural exchange with it. The northern territories under 
Russian rule, and those under American rule (Okinawa and the Bonins) 
are to be returned to Japan. Komeito also advocates setting up in Tokyo a 
"peace council" for Southeast Asia to settle the Viet Nam dispute. A look at 
Komeito's political record will indicate the extent to which it is actively 
and sincerely working for these goals . 

The policy book was published on the day of Komeito's inauguration. By 
the time of the July 4, 1965. House of Councillors election, the party had 
altered its position conspicuously on the Korean question, now holding 
that "no unreasonable concessions" be made in the negotiations.al And 
shortly before the treaty was to be !3Pproved by the Diet, Komeito com
pletely reversed its position and no longer supported the government. The 
reason given was that " ... it is not yet time for submitting the treaty for 
Diet approval when there is no positive policy for having close relations 
with Communist China."32 It may have been something more than a coinci
dence that this reason coincides with that given by student leaders for their 
demonstrations against the treaty. Possibly. Komeito was aware of the stu
dent position and (because Soka Gakkai receives a great deal of its support 
from youths) altered its position to fit their sentiment. This would indicate 
that the religious organization is more interested in maintaining its influ
ence than in achieving concrete political goals. 

This is not the only issue on which Soka Gakkai has been conspicuously 
flexible. In its platform for the latest national election, Komeito unequivo
cally endorsed a policy of abrogation of the United States-Japan Security 

80 Ibid., April I, 1965. 
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Treaty on the grounds that it was unconstitutional. But in a Diet debate 
in March 1966 chairman Take~isa Tsuji said that his party is against putting 
the treaty on a longer-term basis after 1970 and also against "revising it com
plete1y."S3 At a subsequent press conference he elaborated: 

The U.S.-Japan Security setup should be scrapped in time. But we don't mean the 
security treaty must be abolished at once, for such a step wouldn't be feasible under the 
rigorous intcrnaliona,l situation at present. But we are against putting the security pact 
on a long-term baSIS and also against changing it into a bilateral treaty through 
complete revision. M 

The Komeito apparently thought that it sensed a shift in public opinion 
toward opposition to immediate abrogation of the treaty. The incident at 
least demonstrates the "flexibility" of Komeito, and suggests that it molds 
its policies in accordance with what it believes to be popular sentiment, as the 
foHowing statement by Hojo clearly indicates: " ... in Japan, a new party 
must appeal to a very wide range of voters. We must attract people from all 
points of the political spectrum. For example, we really understand why the 
United States must bomb North Vietnam. But we must oppose it because of 
public sentiment."31a 

On certain other basic issues, Komeito has been consistent, but all of these 
positions have enjoyed strong popular support, as well as support from the 
other opposition parties. The Soka Gakkai has always prided itself on being 
pacifist, and has been consistently opposed to any tampering with the "peace 
constitution." In a recent Diet debate on defense of the Ryukyu Islands, 
Tsuji said that it would be unconstitutional to send Japanese Maritime Self
Defense force troops to the islands and recommended that a new subcom
mittee be set up within the Budget Committee to handle the question of the 
defense of the Ryukyus. The party insisted on the immediate return to 
Japan of the Ryukyus.S5 

On the most controversial issue of the day-the Viet Nam war-Komeito 
has also aligned itself with what is believed to be the consensus of 75 per cent 
of the Japanese public opinion.36 In suggesting the Tokyo conference, 
Komeito made an original proposition: that the United States should with
draw its troops immediately and that a non-aggression pact be signed by aU 
nations involved in the conRict. 

The Komeito has been consistent in its Chinese policy, feeling that Com
munist China is a military and economic power which cannot be ignored 
and that without her assistance peace in Viet Nam is impossible. And re
cently there has been talk of a possible coalition with Kenzo Matsumura's 

831bid., March 15, 1966. 
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pro-Communist China faction within the Liberal-Democratic party. Even 
so, Komr:ito has clearly dispelled the earlier notion that it is a captive of the 
majority party. With the possible exception of the Security Treaty issue. Ko
meito has assumed a position generally opposite that of the Liberal-Demo_ 
crats. A future alignme~t :with the conservativ.es, as some predict will hap_ 
pen, would mean repudiating what the Kome,to has held to be its political 
principles. This would seriously jeopardize its standing with those who have 
become disgusted with the majority party, but who do not wish to Vote for 
the radical left. Moreover, such a blurring of its political goals could cause 
dissension within its own ranks, a phenomenon not uncommon in Japa
nese politics. It is unlikely that Komeito will join fo rces with the right. On 
the contrary, its policies bear a remarkable resemblance to those of the two 
Socialist parties, and to a lesser extent, even those of the Communist Party. 
All favor withdrawal of the United States from Viet Nam, the recognition 
and admission to the United Nations of mainland China and the main
tenance of the present Constitution. Placing Komeito on the political con
tinuum is not as difficult as many observers like to contend; in spite of its 
distinctive organizational structure, it is decidedly left. 

In the Soka Gakkai movement, then, we have seen a party progress from 
a stage in which it espoused very vague ideas to one which it at present is 
espousing old poJicies well known in Japan and shared by many Japanese. 
To realize its unique ideal of "neo-socialism" within Japan, and "mass-wel
fare" for the world, Komeito has made no original contributions to Japanese 
politics. Instead, it has taken up the old issues and advertised them as step
ping stones to a better world. Most of its policies are shared by either the 
left or right, and are rooted in public opinion, rather than in the teachings 
of Nichiren. But will this be the case only until the K omeilo wins a two
thirds majority in both houses at which time it would be able to amend the 
Constitution and realize its Nichiren goals? 

It is unlikely that the opportunity will ever present itself to the religious 
group. While Komeito is firmly entrenched in Japanese politics and is likely 
to continue to expand in the immediate future, there seem to be definite limi
tations on the Soka Gal(kai's ability to grow. The greatest danger, of course, 
would be in the event of sudden economic or political deterioration in the 
country. Beset as the Diet is with factionalism, the parliamentary machine 
in Japan might become clogged, thus causing Sol(a Gakkai with its authori
tarian structure to become more attractive to the public. 

But it is unlikely that Komeito will ever be able to capture more than 20 

per cent of the popular vote. For Komeito's politica l success has been closely 
linked to the majority electoral system which, as we have seen, works partic
ularly to its advantage in electing candidates from the national constituency 
for the House of Councillors. This is why Komeito recently inaugurated, 
with the other two opposition parties, a co-ordinating body to crush the 
one-man, one-vote electoral plan. It has been the party's rigid discipline 
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which has permitted the assignment of prefectural votes to cerrain candidates. 
Running for the Lower House, Komeito will face stiff competition for its 
strength is limit;:d to certain urban areas such as Osaka and Tokyo, ~nd the 
coal~mining regIOns of Southern Honshu, Kyushu and Hokkaido. There is 
little evidence to in~icate that it will ever be able to capture a significant 
amount of votes outside of Soka Gakkai membership. Its failure in the recent 
election to return three candidates for local elections reRects this limitation. 
The expa~sion of Komeito ~s a po~it~cal ~rg~ni~tion is dependent upon 
the expansion of Soka Gakkat as a relIgIOUS lflStltutlon, which in turn will de. 
pend upon "whether or not it can fulfill the promises it has so lavishly 
heaped upon its followers and beljevers."s1 

An increasing number of people are taking the trouble to point out that it 
canDot fulfill those promises. Blocking Soka Gaklcai's growth is a backlash 
by organizations most adversely affected by Nichiren fanatics. Of these, the 
Japan Federation of Coal Mine Workers' Union (Tanro) and the so..called 
New Religions are the most important. 

The effectiveness of Tam'o's anti..soka Galckai educational program in~ 
dicates that the movement can be curbed, if not stopped altogether. Soka 
Gakkai was particularly appealing to the miners who lived in danger and 
therefore needed the power of the gollOnzon (the group's object of worship) 
but the substitution of the Nichiren invocation for strike tactics displeased 
the union bosses. A vigorous campaign followed. It succeeded by pointing out 
the fallacies and dangers of the Soka Gakkai teachings, asking the most 
fanatical members to volunteer for particularly dangerous work, and by 
pointing alit to the miners Soka Gakkai members who obviously were not 
receiving either health or wealth as a result of their affiliation with the sect.ss 

Another organization, Sflill Nippon SflUkYo Danlai Rengokai (Shjn~ 

suren), with a claimed membership of seven million, including ISO mttnbers 
of both houses, has in effect declared war on the Soka Ga/(kai.S9 Afraid that 
Soka Gak kai will be able to obtain a majority in both houses and amend the 
Constitution to establish its faith as the state religion, Shinsuren, in a secret 
meeting in September 1965 outlined an eight~point campaign against the 
Soka Galc/coi. The organization plans to publish "white papers" depicting 
Soka Gaklcai crimes and to distribute literature on how to combat 
shakttbuktt, because" ... there are at least a million members of Soka Gak~ 
I(aj who want to leave but can 't do so for fear of being threatened. Our 
basic principle is to draw them into our camp and stop them from voting 
for the Konujto."40 

The Shinsuren also aims to "expose evidence of how greatly Soka Gakkai 

ST O. D. Offner, and H. Van Str:ldeD, }.[od~m Japan~s~ Religions (New York, 1963). p. J09· 
3S Thomsen, op. ci~., pp. 95.6. 
80 Japan T imes, November 2. 1965. 
<l0Quoted in "Wru of the Sects," NCrlJsrIJul{, LXVII (Match 7. 1966). p . 86. 
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members in proportion to the rest of society violate the laws of their COun~ 
try."41 

Needless to say, the political parties are not eager to lose seats to Komeito 
and therefore will pay increasing attention to the rootless elements of Japanese 
society. Of the parties, the Liberal-Democrats are receiving the brunt of the 
Komeito upsurge. As Socialist Yoshitaka Takii said, in referring to the next 
Lower House dectien, <c ••• if the Komei party wins thirty-two seats from 
the older parties, it will take twenty from the Liberal-Democrats, ten from 
Socialists and one each from the Democratic Socialists and the Commu_ 
nists."42 The Liberal-Democrats wiII do what they can to stop the growth of 
Komeito influence in the Diet and elsewhere. One political reporter in
terpreted the revision of the election law in July 1964. which increased the 
number of seats in the House of Representatives by 19. as a «veiled attempt by 
Liberal-Democrats and Socialists to keep to the minimum the decrease in 
their seats that will result from the entering of Komei Party members into 
the Lower House."4S Movements such as these are bound to thwart the 
growth of Soka Gakkai. 

It also has been suggested that Komeito is losing its "iron discipline" over 
Soka Gakkai members.44 Tabulation of Komeito votes in the recent election 
revealed that Komeito polled 5,100,000 votes. This compares poorly with the 
Soka Gakkai membership of 5,400,000 families. Using a coefficient as low as 
2 (2.3 is commonly used) for converting household to individual member
ship would give Soka Gakkai a total of 10,000,000 individual members. This 
signifies that a large portion of Komeito members are either not voting or 
are voting for other parties. The Komeito vote was at best disappointing and 
considerably less than what had been expected. It may signify that the 
Gakkai followers have begun to backslide. Once this happens, the movement 
may rapidly deteriorate because of internal strife and lack of goals for its zeal
ous adherents to strive for. Although Komeito in the last election in
creased its votes by about I million over the 1962 elections, the gain was 
considerably less than that of the 1962 votes over those of 1959. 

Soka Gakkai leaders have not been unaware of these factors, and there is 
evidence that they have somewhat moderated their methods, set for them
selves more attainable goals, and taken steps to improve their unfavor
able image. In September 1965, for example, the Soka Gakl(ai announced 
that its shrine. Shohondo, now being constructed, will be called the Honmon 
no Kaidan, and that this will consummate the 700-year-old dream of a na
tional shrine for Nicruren worshippers.4~ The term, Honmon no Kaidan, it
self is a milder expression for Kokuritsu Kaidan (National Hall) which had 

41 Ibid. 
42 Quoted in Nagoya, op. cit., 98. 
4S ibid. 
44 See Japan Tim~$, July :l2, 1965. 
4~ ibid., September 23, 1965. 



Poli'ical Prospu,s of Soka Gakkai 

sinister connotations and hinted that state religion was the Gakkai's goal. 
Mo~eove~, inJuly 1¢5. Ik.ed~ hi?ted th~t the goal of Koren rutu (world. 

wide dissemination of the Nlchlren 5 teachings) was unrealistic:i6 He made 
reference to the ancient Indian state of Sharvasti, mentioned in the Myoho 
Renge Kyo (Lotus Sutra of the Wonderful Law), at the time of Sakya. 
muni the Buddha. The Lotus Sutra has it that only one-third saw, heard 
and believed the Buddha. Another third saw him but did not hear him 
preach, while the remaining third neither saw nor heard him. Soka Gakkai, 
Ikeda implied, may have to settle for an analogous situation in Japan. If 
this is true, the movement will have achieved its goal of Kosen ru/u if one
third of the Japanese become believers and another third become sympa
thetic. The other one.third could remain hostile or apathetic. This means 
that the Gakkai's ultimate goal would be 8,300,000 converted households of 
the 25 million in Japan. The year 1979 is the likely deadline for trying to 
accomplish this goal, for it will mark the 'JOoth year since Nichiren an. 
nounced his teachings that were to be spread throughout the world. 

Changes within Japanese society may also add to the party's decline. There 
is evidence that the groups on which Soka Gakkai depends for support are 
probably decreasing, and recent opinion polls confirm that more people in 
their twenties are increasingly supporting the conservatives rather than the 
left.47 Komeito, as we have seen, has sided with the left on most important 
issues. 

All these factors interacting will place definite limitations on the Gakkat"s 
capacity for expansion. Komeito will have to be content with using its 
"swing" position in prefectural and local governments to influence important 
issues, and acting in Parliament as a criticizing and pressure bringing force. 
It is likely to continue its attempt to "normalize" its image and convey 
further the impression that it is a political party concerned with the welfare 
of the people. Its political future to a considerable extent will depend upon its 
ability to project itself as a realistic party with well-defined secular programs 
for social and economic reform. For it is clear that " . .. it cannot possibly 
depend on faith alone; for the Japanese are not accustomed to holding such 
faith as Christians of the Western countries possessj and moreover, Bud· 
dhism is not a living religion as is Christianity."48 . 

Another possibility, that of a coalition, is considered unlikely for reasons 
already mentioned. The Gakl(ai's ability to coalesce will lend credence to the 
already prevalent belief that its sale purpose for existence as a political in
stitution is that of Kosen mfll. Yet, the possibilities of such a coalition for 
the next general election are already under study by the secretary.general 

4f1lbid. . 
f.1 See George R. Packard, "They Were Born When the Bomb Dropped," New York Tlm~s 

Magall:iru, (August .29, 1965). 
u Ikematsu, op. elt., 419. 
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of the Liberal-Democrats"~o That such a future coalition would necessarily 
be w ith the conservatives. as many observers seem to think, was challenged 
in the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly in August 1965. when Komeito joined 
forces with the socialists to put through a resolution calling for the with_ 
drawal of American troops from Viet Nam.lio 

But, though the Soka Gakkai is unlikely to extend its influence much 
further than it is now, one <c ••• should not take the simple view that the 
organization made up as it is chieRy of people in the lower classes of society 
will d isappear once they come to share in the current prosperity."IH Some feel 
that Soka Gakkai may have an appeal to the Japanese which runs deeper 
than the acquisition of mundane benefits. It is significant that the origins 
of Kom~ito are purely Japanese and not inspired by the Occupation. "The 
Nichiren Sho sect and its society of lay members are Japanese through and 
through."52 Nationalist sentiment may still be a powerful force in Japan,158 
and the Soka Gakkai can serve as a medium for expressing it. I ts mili~ 
taney, its marches and songs, strik ingly similar to those of the war, its 
"academic air," and its resistance to authority hold an attraction for youth 
as no other new or traditional religion does. Thus, the Gakkai may in some 
ways become a "time bomb" in Japanese society. but forces opposed to it 
are strong enough to prevent it from exploding politically, unless some new 
social or political detonator appears . 
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